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<Part±al Translation of t:he Office Act:lon> 



This patent application is to be rejected for the 
following reason. Should the Applicant have any opinions , 
the Applicant is requested to file a written argument 
within 60 days from the mailing date of this notice. 

Reason 

The invention according to the following claim could 
easily have been made, prior to the filing of the present 
application, by a person with ordinary skill in the art 
to which the invention pertains, on the basis of an 
invention or inventions disclosed in the following 
distributed publications or made available to the public 
through electric telecommunication lines in Japan or 
foreign countries prior to the filing of the present 
application. Therefore, the invention is not patentable 
under the provision of Section 29(2) of the Patent Law. 

Notes (regarding the cited references, refer to the List 

of Cited References) 

Claim 1 

Cited References 1 to 3 
Remarks 

Cited reference 1 discloses, on the paragraph 90, 
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Fig. 18 and the like, an end member having a sliding portion 
for rotatably supporting one end of a developing roller, 
which is used for a process cartridge. 

Cited reference 2 discloses, on the paragraphs 20 
to 24 and Figs. 9 to 12, a technique for stacking the members 
so that the adjacent members can be overlapped. 
Furthermore, as disclosed in Cited reference 2 , paragraphs 
23 and 24, Cited Reference 3 and the like, it is widely 
known to provide a portion in which the members are not 
contacted each other so as to avoid contact and damage 
of the members during stacking of the members. 

Moreover, the direction of stacking disclosed in ^ 
Cited References 2 and 3 is vertical direction, which means 
all the distances between the abutment portions and the 
corresponding receiving portions are same. Therefore, 
the skilled in the art could easily modify the end member 
having a sliding portion for rotatably supporting one end 
of a developing roller, which is used for a process 
cartridge, to have a feature which allows stacking so as 
to make all the distances between the abutment portions 
and the corresponding receiving portions same, and to 
provide an overlapping portion and a portion in which the 
members are not contacted each other so as to avoid contact 
and damage; and there is no specific technical difficulty 
in using the portion in which the members are not contacted 
each other as a sliding portion for rotatably supporting 
one end of a developing roller. 
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